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WHAT OF THE
RESIDENTIAL LABOUR
COLLEGES?

S PLEBS readers are aware, the
N.U.R. and S.W.M.F., the
owners of the residential Labour

College, offered to hand over the
College to last Congress. By a substantial
majority the Congress did not accept the
offer. An important reason for this was
that many of the delegates felt that they
could not, without instructions, commit
their executives to the financial expenditure
involved.

While the College is affiliated to the
N.C.L.C,, its control lies wholly with a
separate Committee representing the
N.U.R. and S.W.M.F. The consequence
is that there is no co-ordination at all of
residential and evening-class work.

Some time ago the N.C.L.C. submitted
a co-ordination scheme to the two control-
ling Unions. This scheme would have
given the N.C.L.C. a share in the control
and facilities of the Labour College and
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would have enabled the S.W.M.F. and the
N.U.R. not only to participate in the con-
trol of the N.C.L.C., but also to provide
for their members free access to all
N.C.L.C. classes. The cost to the two
Unions would have been less than they
were paying for the Labour College alone.
Unfortunately, however, the scheme was
not accepted.

There is no doubt that a closer connection
with the College would benefit the
N.C.L.C. and we venture to suggest that
such a closer connection would benefit the
College still more. Unions are mainly in-
terested in evening class work because that
is cheaper and gets to a far larger number
of the members. Union interest in the resi-
dential work can best be aroused through
evening-class schemes and the need to pro-
vide competent tutors for the classes. We
hope, therefore, that the controlling Unions
will bear in mind that the N.C.L.C. is
willing to consider any scheme that will
bring the residential work and the evening-
class work more closely together and is pre-
pared to submit a scheme which will include
financial saving.

The Handicaps.

At the present time it seems to us that
the Residential College suffers under the
handicap that no one accepts any responsi-
bility for the students once they have been
at the College. Many of them come from
South Wales and in most cases it is hope-
less for them to go back to find employment.
Others again who are not in the mining
industry also often find it difficult to secure
re-employment. In any case it seems rather
a waste of money for Trade Unions to spend
some hundreds of pounds in training a man
for two years and to take no steps to see
that he is enabled to put his services at the
disposal of the movement. If the College
were part of the N.C.L..C. in the same way
as are the evening classes and the publish-
ing work, it would have the advantage not
simply of the support of the two Unions
that at present control it, but of the Unions
(over thirty) that finance and control the
N.C.L.C. In thesc circumstances it would
not be a very difficult matter for students

to be trained for specific purposes, e.g.,
publicity work, tutorial work, organising
work or administrative work. (It is not
very uncommon for a Union to have diffi-
culty, for example, in finding a suitable
man to look after its journal.) Naturally,
the students would have to be most care-
fully chosen. They might be men and
women who had, through the class work,
reached a certain educational standard and
who had already proved capacity to do
effective work for some branch of the
Labour movement. It is quite possible,
too, that some Unions might be willing to
send selected members of their staffs to
undergo a special training at the College,
provided they were assured of reasonable
results.

No one will deny that the College has done
good work, but its effectiveness could be
infinitely greater if it ceased to be an
isolated part and the only isolated part of
the Labour College movement.

Our columns are open to PLEBS readers to
express their opinions.

——————— —

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS
L OF EUROPE~PRE-

S—r

WAR AND AFTER

By M. PHILIPS PRICE, M.A., 8/6

*This is another of those rare and
! welcome books which attack a
given problem or problems as a sub-
ject of European mstead of purely
national, importance.’—Economist.

FALSEHOOD IN WAR-
TIME
By ARTHUR PONSONBY, M.P.

Second Impression 2/6
An amazing collection of lies
circulated during the Great War.

GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN, LTD.,
40 Musgum STrReet, LonDoN, W.C.1.
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“VESTED IDEAS?”
The Task Set by the Birmingbam Conference

By ELLEN WILKINSON, M.P.

HE Birmingham Conference of

the Labour Party was different

from its other annual meetings be-

cause by the discussion of the new
programme the delegates were brought
sharply up against the problems of power.
The propaganda of Socialism has spread
more quickly than the most fervid pre-war
perorator ever dreamed. At the next elec-
tion the Labour Party may be asked to
deliver the goods.

The disputes at the conference were really
not about measures, but of methods and of
men. The programme lays down general
ideas of what is to be done. Most of those
are agreed. The problem remains—how
are they to be carried out, and who is to do
the job?

The conference decided that a Labour
Government must nationalise the land,
coal, transport, power and life insurance;
take over the Bank of England and strin-
gently control the other sources of credit,
reorganise industry, extend education and
social services on new lines, and find most
of the money from the taxation of the rich.

The delegates showed approval of each
proposal with the cheery assumption that
someone somehow would do the job for
them. But where are those ‘‘someones’’ to
be found? The fight with vested interests
will be stern enough, but that is not our
problem. Our greater danger is the fight
with vested ideas. The vested interests are
on the other side, the easily recognisable
enemies. The vested ideas have soaked
into our own ranks. :

How can that be otherwise ? The leaders
of this generation, both national and local,
have grown up in an atmosphere where the
things we seek to alter have been regarded
as the unchangeable laws of the universe.
The effects have been criticised, while the

fundamental assumptions have only been
questioned by a few. The whole of the new
programme of the Labour Party is a chal-
lenge to class interests, the class war is im-
plicit in every page of it. - Yet most of the
men who are to be given the job of putting
it into practice deny in the Press and on
their platforms that such a thing as a class
struggle even exists.

It is easy to say, as was repeatedly stated
at Birmingham, that experts will be em-
ployed to run industry, as experts are em-
ployed by shareholders. Who is going to
“run’’ the experts, to lay down the main
lines of policy ?

Not only nationally but locally the new
order has to be fought for. Up to now we
have been working within the present
system. To get the new programme going
we must have men and women who can
think outside the ideas and assumptions in
which they have been trained.

If ever the N.C.L.C. class, if ever the
Plebs literature with its ? badge was
needed, it is now. N.C.L.C. propaganda
has always insisted on the ‘‘working-class
attitude of mind’’ as the basis of attack on
social problems. The man or woman
soaked in that atmosphere can be trusted
by their class in a crisis. They have an
antidote in their own hearts to the subtle
poison of ‘‘tradition,’’ the insidious flattery
of master-class culture.

If the new programme is to be carried to
the Statute Book, and got into working
order in village and town the Labour Party
will need its Ironsides. Stern as Cromwell,
puritan as Lilburne, fighting in Parliament,
in the new board rooms, in council cham-
bers and chancellories, such men and
women, with ‘‘the root of the matter in
them,’’ can alone achieve Socialism.

IF YOU CAN TUTOR A CLASS %o te Ne1c ro'asy
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EUROPE'S ECONOMIC

PROBLEMS
Plilips Price’s New Book

By AARON DIRECTOR

O apology is needed for a book
dealing with the economic prob-
lems of Europe. It is true that
the theoretic analysis of the
present economic crisis is undoubtedly
familiar to all readers of The PLEBs. But
the inductive evidence upon which such an
analysis must ultimately rest is not so
readily available. The chief distinction of
the book under review* is its attempt to fill
in the details of a familiar outline, and to
compare the result with orthodox theory.
As it is impossible to deal with the entire
book in a brief review, we shall find it con-
venient to disregard certain chapters deal-
ing with the Peace Treaty and debt settle-
ments. While these are good, they add
little to what has already been said by such
economists as Keynes in England and
Moulton in the United States.
A brief chapter summarises the past in-
dustrial history of England in terms of
business cycles. The summary is based on

foreign trade returns. These are, of course, -

quite inadequate in physical terms, let alone
in money terms. Mr. Price could have
found a much more adequate summary in
a publication of the American National
Bureau of Economic Research entitled
Business Annals. In fact, there is no
reference to the very extensive literature on
business cycle theory and facts in both
English and German.

This is followed by a description of the
development of England. We are all
familiar with its beginning as a debtor State
developed by Dutch capital. During the
18th century England began to invest
on a large scale in the colonies she had
acquired in this and the previous century.

* The Economic Problems of Europe: Pre-War
and After. By Mr. Philips Price (George Allen &
Unwin, Ltd., Price 8/6).

As Mr. Price puts it : ‘“These colonies gave
a great impetus to scientific invention and
paved the way for the industrial revolu-
tion.”” (Was this the sequence?) The
revolts at the end of the 18th century
retarded the force which was revived on a
greater scale in the next century. European
States, bankrupt as a result of the
Napoleonic wars, came to borrow British
capital both for industrial purposes and for
stabilising a debased currency. It is hardly
correct to say that the source of this capital
was the profit from pre-war colonial invest-
ments. Mr. Price does not (and it is im-
possible to) estimate the extent of these in-
vestments and the profits from them. But
certainly the development of industry, the
payment of low wages and high profits are
not to be disregarded. But whatever the
source such exports did take place, and dur-
ing the 1g9th century England emerges defi-
nitely as a creditor nation.

This is followed by an excellent classifi-
cation of the pre-war world into five cate-
gories, based upon the accumulation and
import of capital. The countries of little
accumulation of capital through tariffs
attempted to restrict the importation of con-
sumption goods. This, however, necessi-
tated the importation of capital goods lead-
ing to a great development of the heavy
industries and the replacement of Manches-
ter by Birmingham.

Then came the development of France,
Germany, and the United States. The
growth of industrialism and a rapid rise in
the rate of accumulation of savings led
these countries to a search for markets in
the same undeveloped areas which were the
recipients of British exports. Marxians
see in such competitive situations an in-
evitable clash leading to imperial wars. Mr.
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Price reasons otherwise. The large amount
of German holdings in England, France,
and Belgium leads him to conclude that the
business world of Germany was not plan-
ning war. The United States, by reason
of its location, could not become a source of
friction. The amount of capital involved
in North Africa was not large enough to
cause a conflict. In Turkey, the then chief
source of friction, an agreement was about
to be reached dividing the spoils. “This
fact certainly does not support the view that
the existence of two competing Imperial
Powers vitally interested in foreign invest-
ments must of necessity lead to war.”
The immediate source of the conflict he
finds in Russo-Austrian Caesarism in
Eastern Europe. ‘“The Russian nobility
sought war to escape from internal revolu-
tion among the peasants. The Austrian
military machine sought it to escape
nationalist revolution in the Dual
Monarchy ; the heavy industries of France,
Germany and England sought it to solve
the problem of expansion in the East.”
Now it becomes a pretty puzzle to deter-
mine which of these factors was the most
important. On the whole Mr. Price is con-
firmed in his opinion by such historians as
Fay, Coolidge, and Smith. But it is an-
other thing to deduce from this that because
non-economic factors were the immediate
causes of the last war competitive imperial-
ism does not necessarily lead to war. We
shall return later to the reasoning which
impels Mr. Price to say that ‘‘Capitalistic
economy was beginning to reach a stage
where international agreement over colonies

TOM MANN'’S
MEMOIRS

A special offer of new copies (published at

3/6). Sent for P.O. 2/- each. Every

copy personally autographed by Tom

Mann. Orders for single copies or

quantities direct to Charles Mann, 1

Adelaide Road, Brockley, London, S.E.4,
or to

N.C.L.C. PUBLISHING SOCIETY,
324 Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.1.

might have gradually superseded the stage
of economic competition and nationalistic
wars.”’

In his analysis of the post-war problem
of the disturbance of the balance between
production and consumption, Mr. Price
holds that the war merely accentuated a
movement already well developed, and
hence that the stabilisation which was
going on before the war is again possible.
To this we now turn. Realising that on
the whole the world produces more and
consumes more than before the war, he
finds the centre of weakness in the heavy
industries and the crucial problem of these
over-capitalisation. The evidence consists
of a comparison between capacity, output
and capitalisation. Mr. Price has fallen
into the very serious error of measuring
capital in money terms and production in
physical terms. That there is over-capi-
talisation cannot be doubted. Further, if
this were the chief problem it would not be
very serious. Since capitalisation is itself
a function of income, a reduction in income
will ultimately lead to an automatic reduc-
tion of capitalisation.

Of the factors leading to stabilisation the
first—imposition of tariffs and protection of
the home markets—may help a single in-
dustry, but cannot assist a world economy.
We are thus left with international agree-
ments and the ‘“New Industrial Revolu-
tion.”” The first has been advanced as a
theoretic possibility some years ago by Mr.
Bertrand Russell. The evidence for such
agreements must perforce remain of the
vaguest character. (Mr. Price might,
however, have quoted his sources so that
others could profit by his labour.) But
even the existence of such agreements as a
means of avoiding international competi-
tion is based upon the assumption that it is
esscntial to have complete competition in
order to have its virtues and vices. Actu-
ally, only sufficient competition is necessary
to obtain both, and unless agreement is
complete clashes must ensue. Even were
such agreement possible, it has other con-
sequences upon employer-employee rela-
tionships which Mr. Price does not take
into account. Further agreement between
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A Ten-Minutes’ Talk

ARE YOU LIVING
ON YOUR HUMP?

By J. P. M. MILLAR.

ANY workers imagine that once

they leave school they have

finished with education. Their

idea seems to be that for eight or
ten years the teachers have been packing
their minds with knowledge just as the
camel packs his hump. After school, the
theory seems to infer, the workers set out
to cross the desert of life and draw their in-
tellectual nourishment from their educa-
tional humps. On that principle one can
certainly justify the slogan ‘“Too old at
forty.”” Equally one can understand adult
workers saying ‘“What’s the use of classes
for us?”’

As a matter of fact most people, after
equipping themselves for their jobs in life,
live on their educational humps. Naturally,
as the years go on the humps become
smaller and flabbier and intellectually
speaking their owners stagger on through
life.

The weakness of the hump theory must
be obvious to every worker. Even if he’s
one of the lucky ones and remains at
school until sixteen, what does he know ?
He can read a little, write a little and calcu-
late a little. Perhaps he can speak a little
of a foreign language. Perhaps he has a
rough and superficial knowledge of consti-
tutional history. [Educationally speaking,
however, he has nothing on but a loin
cloth.

“That’s all very well,”” some workers
may say, “‘but what’s the good of any more
education, anyway ?”’

That Fed-Up Feeling.
One of the worker’s great enemies is the
fed-up feeling.  Often he doesn’t know

what to do with himself. But he must do
something, so he grouses or makes a valiant
attempt to ‘“‘kill time,”” as he calls it. If
he but knew it, there are books and classes
on subjects that would compel his interest
and make time fly as his mind is tempted
on and on on a voyage of exploration among
new ideas.

That Hard-Up Feeling.

Greater still as an enemy of the workers
are bad social conditions. Under that we
class unemployment, unsatisfactory hous-
ing conditions, low wages, and the wearing
strain of economic insecurity.

What is the attitude to those problems of
the worker who has ‘“‘no time for workers’
education’’? He feels himself in the grip
of powers he does not control and does not
even understand. He tries, therefore, to
cultivate fatalism, either cynical or other-
wise.

If he but knew it, education—workers’
education—would enable him to understand
the forces that control him. More than that
it would enable him to control them not en-
tirely but to a degree that would enable him
to revolutionise his economic conditions.
Think how, thanks to scientific knowledge,
man can build ships that can sail under the
sea like a fish and construct aeroplanes that
fly many times faster than the swiftest bird.
By means of scientific knowledge of a
different kind, e.g., history and economics.
the worker organised with his fellows can
so organise society that every man-jack can
enjoy as high a standard of life as does
Bernard Shaw or Alfred Mond.

But the worker will do that only if he
equips himself with the light of knowledge.
That’s why every worker should take ad-
vantage of the facilities provided by the
N.C.L.C. That’s why he should do his
best to see that his fellow workers take ad-
vantage, too. The more we are together
in this business of workers’ education the
merrier we shall be and the sooner we shall
be able to control our economic destinies.

NEXT MONTH WE SHALL PUBLISH

A list of the Agents and Colleges that have increased their PLEBS orders.
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THE
BOOKSHELF

By J. B. HORRABIN

'M going to open this month with

a book for the Free Library list. The

Life of H.R.H. the Duke of Flam-

borough, by Laurence Housman (pub-
lished by Cape) is scarcely worth 7s. 6d. of
a Pleb’s money; but it is emphatically
worth while reading—and putting in the
way of other people. It is the most com-
pletely damning indictment of the institu-
tion of Monarchy I have ever read; all the
more effective because it does not use a
steam-hammer to crack a nut, but adopts
instead the weapon of gentle—O so gentle
—raillery, with perhaps just a suspicion of
something more corrosive. If institutions
can be laughed out of existence then this
book ought to achieve its aim. For that its
aim is not destructive not all Mr. Hous-
man’s protestations, in his final ‘‘Foot-
note,’”’ can convince us.

It tells, under the thinnest of disguises,
the life-story of a certain Royal Duke whose
surest claim to immortality is that he rode
forth on a certain wet day to a review of
Guards, in full-dress uniform, and carrying
an umbrella. It is a reductio ad absurdum
of the whole silly business of pretending
that a particular family of people is made
of different clay to everybody else. All the
foolish lies and conspiracies and publicity
stunts necessary for the upkeep of the
Royal legend are quietly but devastatingly
exposed. To anybody with a taste for
irony this book will come as a real treat.

Maybe your Free Fibrary committee will
have been warned that it does not show a
proper respect for Established Institutions.
All the more fun for you in sticking out
for its purchase!

* * *

A good many students of Imperialism
will know Mr. Leonard Woolf’s fine book,
Empire and Commerce in Africa, and his
smaller work on Economic Imperialism.
His latest book, Imperialism and Civiliza-
tion (Hogarth Press, 5/-) re-states the main

conclusions of those books, bringing them
up-to-date by references to events of the
last three or four years. It contains no
facts which will be new to the intelligent
newspaper-reader. Its merit is its beautiful
simplicity and lucidity of style and of
treatment. In this respect, indeed, I should
like to recommend it as a model for all
writers of N.C.L.C. text-books. Consider,
for example, how much more interesting—
and to the ‘‘beginner’’ much more convinc-
ing—is this following passage from Mr.
Woolf, than a discussion of the difference
between two kinds of ‘‘imperialism”’
couched in purely abstract terms:—

Let me give an example which will illustrate
the enormous difference between Roman and
modern imperialism. When the British came
“to Ceylon little more than a century ago, the
hills and mountains in the centre of that island
were wild places, the inhabitants Sinhalese liv-
ing in scattered villages. The hills and moun-
tains are now over large areas cleared of forest
and jungle; the land is owned by English joint-
stock companies and is planted with tea and
rubber ; the estates are controlled by Englishmen
in the employ of these companies; the labour on
the estates consists of Tamils imported from
India, belonging to a different race and religion
and speaking a different language from the
Sinhalese. The area is administered by an
English Civil Servant responsible to an English
Governor, himself responsible to the Colonial
Office and Parliament in London. The laws
and ordinances of this administration, made and
applied by Englishmen, regulate minutely the
everyday lives of the inhabitants, not only in pub-
lic order, but also of the ownership of land, agri-
culture, trade, industry, labour, religion, and
education. In other words, the whole life of
this area has been completely revolutionised in
the space of a hundred years. The impulse to-
wards that revolution was originally economic—-
the growing of coffee, tea, and rubber by
Europeans. . .

The story of the revolution in the mountains
of Ceylon can be matched in many other parts
of the British Empire. It is a commonplace
story of modern imperialism. But now compare
it with what happened in a province like Britain
in the Roman Empire. The Roman occupation
of Britain consisted of a few roads, a few camps
or settlements, a certain amount of trade. The
Romans brought their civilisation to Britain; but
they did not impose it on the inhabitants. There
was no revolution in the economic system, or in
the tenure of land, or in the way of life of the
inhabitants,  There was Pax Romana, more
peace and rather more security. And so when
for the !2ct time the legions fell in and marched

R
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fagged after a day’s hard manual or mental
labour.

To make it possible for the student to
comprehend more readily constant use
should be made of well-selected charts, dia-
grams, lantern slides and films.  Verbal
description by the tutor cannot by itself
convey what is desired, and grown-ups, like
children, can be encouraged to talk and ask
questions about the pictures.  Thus the
tutor is enabled to correct some of the mis-
conceptions which even the best pictures
can hardly obviate; in addition the illustra-
tion will supplement the information con-
veyed by word of mouth. Besides this, the
picture associates itself in the minds of the
students with the teaching, thus making a
much more permanent impression. Dr.
Johnstone, in his biology class in the Liver-
pool district, invariably introduced a num-
ber of lantern slide illustrations during the
course, which practice always stimulated
and kept up the interest of the class.

The N.C.L.C. has now provided a film
of 113 maps which should prove to be very
useful to those teaching Economic Geo-
graphy. Some nine other films are also
available illustrating phases of history and
modern problems and in addition there is a
big supply of “stock’ films. It is hoped

to provide the following new films this
session :—‘“War Against War,”” “The In-
dustrial Revolution’’ and the ‘French
Revolution.”

Several Colleges find a very useful source
of publicity and income in organising pub-
lic lantern lectures. Edinburgh College,
for instance, mainly with John S. Clarke
as lecturer, has done this very successfully
for a number of years. Seven lectures were
given last year with a total attendance of
about 2,760, realising a clear profit to the
College funds of £23. The year before
that eight lectures were held and a profit of
£54 made. The method is to sell 6d.
tickets and spend as little as possible on
advertisement. The students in the classes
are asked to be each responsible for selling
tickets, and this method accounts largely
for the success of the lectures. Of course,
the ordinary lantern, with slides, is best
suited for a large public hall.

The use of the portable lantern in par-
ticular would be very useful in stimulating
interest if lectures were arranged for Branch
(or special) meetings of those Unions with
N.C.L.C. schemes.

We hope Colleges will this winter record
a great increase in lantern lecture work, for
the eye is a better student than the ear.

ministering in the house of the dead.

of adult education.”
Martin).

A NOT UNKNOWN BRAND OF
ADULT EDUCATION

“Sometimes pride of intellect disguises itself with a holy tone and reverential
mien, as if education were a very solemn affair.
was in our town a woman librarian who presided over our little public library with
deadly seriousness. She filled the place with crushing and awesome silence, as
with reverential whispers she quietly moved on tiptoe among the books like one
I have known people to behave in this
spirit toward literature. I have seen school teachers and professors take such an
attitude towards education. It characterises the average baccalaureate address
and is discernible in much that is said and wrilten about education.
several ‘prophets’ of adult education who succeed in giving a similar impression.
Their very souls creak under the weight of the world-mending ‘spiritual values’
(The Meaning of a Liberal Education by Everett Dean

When I was a school boy, there

I know
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THE

GREAT RACE

MYTH

By T. A. JACKSON

ONSIDERING the immensity of

the advance made in modern

physics, chemistry, and biology it

is remarkable how slowly old ideas
are dislodged in the crowning science of all
—sociology.  ‘‘Remarkable,” truly, but
by no means hard to understand, especially
to a Marxist.

Theories concerning the electrical consti-
tution of matter may, to a philosopher, be
the most breathlessly revolutionary notions
that have been advanced since Copernicus
knocked the pillars from under the “‘solid”’
earth and sent it spinning through space—
no longer the centre of creation, but a mere
one among the many satellites attendant
upon the Sun. They may! But they chal-
lenge no vested interest, and they affront
no ruling-class prejudice. On the con-
trary ; they open up fascinating possibilities
of newer and bigger profits and they can be
made to appear new and more damaging
weapons against the ‘‘materialism’’ which
has been for a century associated with every
successive wave of revolutionary unrest.

Not so with sociology. At long last every
privileged order depends upon the passive
acquiescence of the masses whom its
privileges despoil, and this submission can
only ultimately be maintained by some
form of superstition—belief without evi-
dence, or in spite of evidence, that the

privilege arises as a natural necessity and

that any attempt to destroy it would bring
disaster to the rebels followed by an igno-
minious return to the nature dictated sub-
jection.

The ““Great Man Theory,”’ which Carlyle
tried (and failed) to make revolutionary, is
not only still with us, but enjoying (as the
publishers’ lists of new ‘‘biographies’’
show) a renewal of youth, and the War
brought a rebirth of its pseudo-scientific
elaboration—the Great ‘‘Race’ Theory.

Or what comes to the same thing, the theory
of naturally Evil and Backward races.

Few people would to-day advance in cold
blood all the assertions made and ‘“proved”’
with an elaborate apparatus of erudition
about the Germans during the war years.
But many have only relented towards the
Germans (or Prussians) to transfer the theory
of natural vileness to the Russians (or the
Jews); and who among prominent politi-
cians and publicists is there bold enough to
abandon the time-honoured conviction that
the ““White”’ races are and must be for all
time superior in all cultural possibilities to
the Blacks, Yellows, and Reds wheresoever
found?

Dr. Hertz* has the superlative merit of
challenging all this ‘“Race’’ nonsense with
a whole army-corps of facts, well-selected
and well-arranged. He shows abundantly
how impossible it is to classify human
beings into races by any but the broadest
and most provisional lines of demarcation
and that all these lines when drawn leave
large marginal areas overlapping. He
shows how whether we take skin-and-hair-
colouring, skull configuration, stature or
language, no hard and fast line can be
drawn and that everywhere there is evidence
of variation, past, present, and potential.
Most of all he shows how impossible it is
to find, and how absurd it is to expect to
find, a pure-bred race.

Indeed, he has no difficulty in demon-
strating that just those peoples who have
historically made the greatest stir in the
world have been of a highly complex racial
admixture and have derived their success
from that fact.

He is not content merely to refute; he
goes on to explain. Race theories—
whether the ordinary ““patriotic” infatua-

* Race and Civilization. By Frederich Hertz
(Kegan Paul, 18/6).

THE CONSTANT DROP OF .COPPERS

Wears away the biggest debt. See page 225.
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tions common to the most primitive peoples
and to the greatest of Empires, or the
elaborated ‘‘scientific’’ formulee which seek
to elucidate history and solve current social
problems in terms of race—all he shows
‘“have their roots in the desire of certain
castes or classes to maintain their privileged
position.”

Being ‘““little else than the ideological dis-
guises of dominators’ and exploiters’ inter-
ests,”’ they “‘belong to the earliest stock of
human thought’’ and recur with each social
crisis which challenges a dominant class or
exploiting order.

They were first given a pseudo-scientific
formulation under the stimulus of the
French Revolution (represented by re-
actionaries as a revolt of the naturally
“inferior”’
superior (Teutonic) Franks) and after the
Revolutions of 1848 they were elaborated
into a system by Count Gobineau, who was
confessedly actuated by a ‘‘hatred of demo-
cracy,’”’ of ‘‘revolution’” and of ‘‘liberal
ideas.”

To him the Germanic races were the
natural aristocrats of the world and its well-
being depended upon their ascendancy.
Expanded by pseudo-Darwinians to com-
prise the whole ‘‘Aryan’ races—(inter-
preted to mean the more or less Teutonic
whites)—this became and remains the popu-
lar conviction among West European re-
actionaries.

It was used repeatedly as a reason why
the ** Teutonic’’ British should hold the Celtic
Irish in subjection, as a reason why negro-
slavery should be perpetuated in America,
and as a reason why the whole of the earth
should become subject to the European
Empires—or one among them.

While its special ‘‘Teutonic’’ or ‘‘Ger-
manic’’ form had to be modified drastically
to suit the needs of war propaganda, the
theory still forms the psychological implica-
tion of all British colonial policy—and, be
it noted, is not challenged by even the de-
clared colonial policy of the Labour Party.
That a revised form of it is the basis alike of
Mussolinism and 100 per cent. American-
ism needs no proving.

Gauls against the naturally

Dr. Hertz, by the way, rather spoils us
for the enjoyment of his work, by certain
naiveties, in an early chapter, about British
colonial policy. He thinks, for instance,
that the admission of Indians to self-
government on an equality with the British
is ‘““merely a question of time.”” But these
faults are as nothing by comparison with
the service he renders in demonstrating that
the ‘“qualities”” of a people depend upon
their economic and social circumstances
much more than upon any alleged “‘racial’’
bias, capacity, or limitation.

It will be a service to the cause to ensure
that this book gets into every free library
and into as many hands as possible.

STOP PRESS

Mark Starr is leaving for the States for a
visit of about a year. He will give a course
of lectures at Brookwood, the American
Labour College. He carries with him the
best wishes of the N.C.L.C.

Can you Speak and
Write correctly ?

If not, get rid of this handicap in your leisure moments
by studying the very interesting book we offer at a
remarkably low price.

A NEW ENQLISH GRAMMAR by Somnenschein la
the most up-to-date book on the subject, and through-
out is illustrated by extracts from the best English
Literature. Published 5s. net. Offered, second-hand,
in good condition, at 2s. 6d. post free.

How to Study and
Remember

With which is incorporated, "How to Study at Home,"”
by Byron Davies and John L. Young. Acknowledged
to be one of the most practical and original books in
the art of memory training. As the quickest and
surest method of study is also explained, the book
will save hours of useless labour. Price ls. 64. net.
By post 1s. 8d

For both above quote offer 303. Money refunded if
found unsuitable.

‘‘Foyle’'s Bookshop Is a godsend to the
impecunious student.’’

80 stndents say. Oall and inspect the stock of
Educatjonal Books at leisure, or write stating require-
ments, end suitable catalogue shall be sent (gratis
and post free).

FOYLES FOR BOOKS

110-138 Charing Gress Read, Lenden, W.0.8.
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The Story of

Trade Unionism
By R. W. POSTGATE

(ii) THE FAR~
FLUNG LINE

HE second generation of trade
unionists was that which founded
the trade unionism of to-day. Up
till the ’sixties trade unions were
things of sudden growth and sudden dis-
appearance : their tactics were primitive,
like those of Red Indians or Sudanese
tribesmen. They formed in masses to rush
the enemy’s stockade: their advance was
furious and deadly, but if they were
checked and defeated, they fled in disorder
and their great armies fell to pieces. The
new, or reformed old, unions which now
sprang up were unadventurous and slow if
you like, but they were steady and unshak-
able. A defeat for these ‘‘amalgamated’’
unions did not mean disaster, for their re-
turn in greater strength was certain. Their
members were almost irremovably attached
to them. They carried their union cards
with them to the ends of the earth. Two
of the most famous — the Engineers
(A.S.E.) and the Carpenters and Joiners
(A.S.C.J.)—found, by emigration, that
they had branches in Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa and the United
States—some of them counting a very con-
siderable membership. This “far flung
battle line,”’ indeed, tempted some of them
into the folly of attempting to direct the
affairs of their branches in the new countries
from a headquarters in another and distant
country. Chandler, the A.S.C.]J. secre-
tary, attempted to act as general in an
engagement with the United States
‘““Brotherhood of Carpenters’’; the Opera-
tive Plumbers actually amalgamated in this
century with the Capetown Plumbers.
The principles on which the new unions
were founded were (an unusual thing)

based on a carefully-thought-out policy.
The group who directed them—known
later as the Junta, but at the time called the
Clique — observed that the weakness of
trade unionism was due to two main causes
(1) Maladministration. The absence of any
effective central authority, the brief and
vague rules, the independence of the
branches, the absence of headquarters’
staff, and the general habit of carrying on
local and central business in a public-house
bar, all produced a continuous and irre-
mediable disorder. (2) There was no bond
to hold members to their union. They
continually lapsed, through carelessness or
other reasons; and only returned when a
struggle seemed likely. The unions were
skeletons in between strikes. They never
had a chance of accumulating any funds.
The Clique, whose chief members were
William Allan (A.S.E., now A.E.U)),
Robert Applegarth (A.S.C.]J.), Daniel
Guile (Ironfounders) and Edwin Coulson
(Bricklayers), either reconstructed existing
unions or founded new ones based upon
principles which cut at the root of all these
diseases. Elaborate and complex rule-
books were issued which covered every
thinkable difficulty and made impossible
any free-and-easy gifts to branches which
found themselves in difficulties. All funds
were transferred to head office, which
received authority to conduct all trade
movements, and was given a paid secretary
with sufficient staff. To ‘‘anchor’ the
members firmly in the union, high sub-
scriptions were fixed, and high benefits
attached. Instead of the old small sub-

scription and single ‘‘trade’’ fund, the

union had a subscription three times as
high and numerous sickness, accident, un-
employment, burial, superannuation or
emigration funds. A man would think
twice before he sacrificed by ‘‘lapsing’’ all
that he had paid into these. It was in pur-
suance of the same object, too, that the
new unions were made strictly ‘‘craft’
unions. A joiner felt a closer bond to a
joiner, and a plumber to a plumber, than
either did to the building workers as a
whole.  They both learnt to look down
upon the builders’ labourer. The Clique,
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to-be-repeated circumstances, a long shower
of wealth, and the workers had managed
to secure a share of it. This success im-
printed every feature of the ‘‘amalgamated”’
trade unionism, good or bad, on the unions
of the world. Especially was this so in
America, where the later years of the nine-
teenth century saw the growth of unions
which were deeply impressed with the suc-
cess of the British unions, and whose
leaders had sometimes been actual mem-
bers, sometimes, like Gompers, were wholly
under their influence. Consequently, the
““A.F. of L.” unions exaggerated all the
principles of the Clique, until (just as a
common weed, grown to an enormous size,
is a different plant) they were hardly recog-
nisable as unions. It is as though a man
wishing for a broad umbrella were to make
one so broad that it covered the sky—or as
if knowing that he had to drive far along
a certain road on his journey, he were
therefore to drive along it without ceasing
and without end, forgetting the object of
his journey and merely going for ever for
the sake of going on. The ‘‘amalgamated”’
unions had high subscriptions : the A.F. of
L. unions developed giant entrance fees
and subscriptions that barred the ordinary
worker. The ‘‘amalgamated’’ unions en-
couraged the craft spirit: the A.F. of L.
unions laid a formal ban on industrial
unions and split industries up into a tangle
of mutually hostile craft unions, for whom
co-operation became impossible, as was
shown by the great steel strike. The
“amalgamated’’ unions granted power to
the central office: the A.F. of L. unions
have let a powerful and often corrupt head-
quarters domineer over union branches till
one finds cases where the union has de-
veloped an actual ‘““machine’’ which stamps
out rank and file criticism. The ‘‘amal-
gamated”’ unions favoured peace with the
employers when the latter had good reason
to agree, the A.F. of L. unions have con-
tinued this policy and exaggerated it in face
of an ‘‘open shop'’ drive which has
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shattered their unresisting forces to pieces.

This extraordinary development was pre-
vented in Britain by two things. One of
these was the ending of the period of soli-
tary splendour in which Britain dominated
over the markets of the world. Germany,
then France, then the U.S.A., and even
Japan began to come in as rivals, and to
fight for markets and for colonies.  The
employers were being pressed harder, and
they passed on the pressure. Nominally,
wages did not go down. All that happened
was that prices went up. The period of
co-operation came to an enforced end. The
second reason was that a new class of
worker began to enter the trade union
world. The unskilled or semi-skilled
worker had never been able to afford high
subscriptions, and elaborate craft divisions
had no interest for him. The miners began
to make their voices heard: in 1872 even
the agricultural labourers organised for a
short while. In 1889 the world was startled
by the uprising of a group of workers
whom everybody had declared to be un-
organisable. ~The London dockers came
out and remained out for months, aided by
generous help from Australia. After
paralysing the premier port of the world,
they won a victory.

Once these new faces began to appear at
trades union congresses, the rule of the old
style trade unionists was doomed. More-
over, strange voices were raised within
their own ranks. The delegates of the
A.S.E. itself became ‘‘new unionists,”
even—terrifying word—Socialists. Under
the influence of men like H. M. Hyndman,
William Morris, Keir Hardie or Tom
Mann, a quite new philosophy was being
preached to the trade unionist. In import-
ant particulars it varied very greatly, but
the new Socialist message was clear on two
points—first, that the increasing suffering
of the workers could only be ended by the
community as a whole taking over industry
and distribution and running it, not for
private profit, but for the general good:

Without the Expenditure of a Penny 552 s

by introducing it to your friends.
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second, that it was no good the unions pre-
tending that they were there to co-operate
with the employers, they must realise that
their raison d’étre was to resist the em-
ployers and defend their members. In
other words, the unions were led back to
the ‘““class struggle’’ basis of trade union-
ism described in a previous article.

Reluctantly, therefore, from 1900 on-
wards, the trade unions entered into politics
as the “‘Labour Party.”” They gradually
accepted for this Party a Socialist pro-
gramme. They learnt that all workers had
a common interest, and ‘‘sympathetic’’
strikes began to appear again. The num-
bers of trade unionists began to creep up
from the hundred thousands to the
millions. The trade union army was be-
ginning to reorganise itself as a single unit
when the war of 1914 broke out and altered
the whole face of the world.

It is too early yet to say exactly what the
effect of the war has been. Certainly the
unions emerged from it with many more
members, and with a greater sense of their
own importance. They had also had
ample proof that the claims of the ruling
class to hold their power were exceedingly
ill-founded ; and that whatever mistakes a
Socialist Government could make, the class
that made the war and made the peace
would have no right to throw a stone.
By the Council of Action in 1920
they forbade the war that Lloyd George
had planned on Russia; and, rather to their
surprise, saw the Government bow before
them. They stood together in defeat as
well as victory : the General Strike of 1926,
terribly mismanaged though it was, was a
grand gesture of solidarity with one op-
pressed section—the miners. It may at
least be said that the trade unionists to-day
have realised that they have a struggle to
fight, and that they are nearer victory than
they were before the war.

STAGGERING!!

‘“War against War,”” writes one of our
readers, J. Trask, who ordered a copy of this
war-picture book, ‘‘is simply stupendous—
staggering.’”’ Get your copy now—only a few
lert. Price 6/6 post free from the N.C.L.C.
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ECONOMICS
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For some months the Plebs Qutline of
Economics has been out of print. To
replace it the N.C.L.C. has taken over
Mark’s Starr's

A WORKER LOOKS
AT EONOMICS

" CONTENTS.

Ch. I. The Necessity of Understanding
Economics.
II. Commodities and Their Value.
II1. Money: Old and New.
1V. Capital and Its Secret.
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VI. Competition and Monopoly.
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IX. Modern Tendencies.
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Future.

Paper 1/-; Cloth 2/- (Postage 1d. in 1/-
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N,C.L.C. PUBLISHING SOCIETY,
324 Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.1.
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Letters

IS SHAW RIGHT?

Dear Sirs,—In Shaw Misses the Banks, 1 think
Jobane is altogether wrong. He says Shaw would
have us believe that the bankers draw interest on
£167,492,350. This amount I presume is arrived
at by taking the sum (mentioned by Jobane) of
£197,051,000, and deducting from it £29,557,650;
being 3/- in the £, which Shaw says the bankers
keep on hand. But Jobane has applied Shaw’s
statement to the wrong figures. The deposits are
not represented by the item *‘‘Coins, notes, etc.,”
appearing on the Assets side of the balance sheet
given; but by the very much larger sum (about ten
times the amount) under the heading *‘Current and
Deposit Accounts’® on the Liabilities side. It is
this sum which Shaw (as everybody with a practical
knowledge of banking knows) says, is used by the
bankers to make advances to their customers.

Further, the most elementary knowledge of book-
keeping should have prevented Jobane from mak-
ing such a gross error. Whatever the figures may
be, Jobane will admit that the balances due to
customers (on both Deposit and Current Accounts)
are a liability of the bankers to their customers and
cannot possibly be represented by any figures which
appear as assets.

This initial blunder of Jobane's makes the rest
of his article (which is full of suggestive errors)
hardly worth the paper on which it is printed. To
fully reply to it would require another article, from
which, with reluctance, I refrain and for which
doubtless you could not spare the space.

Yours faithfully,

HEeNRY NORTON.
7 Percy Street, Liverpool.
Scptember 2oth, 1928,

[Jobane writes: Mr. Norton’s assumption about
the figures is correct. I did not, however, suggest
that Deposits are represented by ““Cash, etc.” 1
showed them in their place. Com. Norton
has, it seems, fallen into Shaw’s error in believing
that loans, etc., are made from the actual amounts
deposited. It is the bankers’ play on the word
‘‘deposit’’ which confusecs.

When a banker receives (say) £1oo from A he
credits A's personal account and debits his own
cash account. The result on the balance sheet is :

Liabilities. Assets.
Deposit ......... A100 Cash ......... £100

Now if B gets a loan of (say) £goo his personal
account is endorsed : Cr., by loan, £goo, and the
banker notes in his Loan Account: “Loan to B,
£900.” The balance sheet then reads 1—

Liabilities. Assets.
Deposits (credit sides of Cash ...... L1100
personal accounts) £1,000 Loan ...... A£,900
i.e. A's L1100 cash
B’s £900 Bankers’
Inflation

41,000 41,000

Loans may be made *‘from the Deposit Account,”
but not from the amounts actually paid in. Break
up the word Deposit and the gam® is exposed.

I have shown ‘‘Deposits, etc.,’’ as a Liability and
have not represented them as anything else. Com.
Norton’s abusive point is not understood.

For the remainder, Com. Norton must be specific
—as it stands I can quite logically reply—Pshaw!]

THE INTERNATIONAL
LANGUAGE PROBLEM

Dear Editor,—The proofs of my pamphlet: *‘Is
an International Language Possible?”’ were handed
for correction to a member of the Royal Institution,
who has been an Esperantist and has been study-
ing artificial languages for many years; also to a
University professor, who has made a great study
of the question, a professional journalist, and an-
other friend interested in international language
and familiar with Latin and three modern lan-
guages. The first and the two last of these readers
corrected also the revised proofs.

In view of this I should be pleased to make a
donation of twopence for every example of the
‘“‘mistakes’ and ‘‘misspellings’’ referred to by your
reviewer M.S., which he or any of your readers
can discover.

I am sorry that your reviewer should have
charged me with ‘‘affected neutrality’’ in
“Delphos.”” T have nothing either to lose or gain
from the success or failure of any particular inter-
national language scheme. Like The Prens 1
have taken ‘candour’ as my motto, and have
written what I believe to be true. Can we not
preserve, in considering this important subject, the
spirit of open inquiry, and engage in a frank dis-
cussion without heat?

Yours, etc.,
E. SyLviA PANKHURST.

[M.S. replies: I accept Miss Pankhurst's word
about the ‘“‘affected neutrality,’” although there is
much circumstantial evidence for the charge. Per-
haps the Biblical text about *‘suffering fools gladiv'”
should have applied in this case, but it is difficult
when “‘candour’’ and ignorance are linked together.
In Delphos, on p. 61, Miss Pankhurst suggests that
Esperanto cannot be set up from the ordinary fount
because she is unaware that for a shilling or two
any respectable foundry can give her the =six
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supersign letters required. She says pronunciation
is not easy; that Esperanto has sixty-six a priori
affixes attached to a limited number of usually
monosyllabic words. She uses aliformigilo and
tagnoktegaleco as ‘‘grotesque examples.” All this
on one small page shows that Miss Pankhurst does
not know what she is talking about. On the next
page (62) she says prepositions end in au; imper-
sonal pronouns in u and rose is apparently mis-
spelt. Miss Pankhurst has never heard why s, as
the sign of the plural, had to be discarded after a
trial use. On p. 63 birdoy is said to be pronounced
bear-doy; the Esperanto word is both wrongly spelt
and imitated. [Stop it, that’s enough about
Delphos.—Ed.]

In the smaller pamphlet, 15 pp. out of 27 in the
actual text are devoted to general propaganda and
the rest to Interlingua—without any mention, how-
ever, of those who claim to have improved Peano’s
project. On p. 28 a piece of alleged Esperanto is
quoted from a hostile source to show its inferiority.
No modern writer would perpetrate it as it is as
typical of Esperanto as She sells sea shells is of
English. The first word Me does not exist in
Esperanto. The galaxy of proof correctors were
either uncertain or ignorant, for 4 is given without
a supersign in ankat, but given the French grave
accent sign when it occurs twice later in this single
sentence of fifteen lines. If Miss Pankhurst were
familiar with modern style she would separate the
comparatives plej and malplej. 1f read aloud this
sentence (with three certain mistakes, two
offences against style and supersign letters missing
throughout) is said to indicate immediately ‘‘the
great superioty’’ (that’s another 2d.!) of Inter-
lingua in ‘‘euphony, in similarity to Latin and in-
telligibility to all who are familiar with a European
Language.” It is a “mistake” to accept that as
a test. Still on the same page homogeneous is
spelt with an { or did she wish to write homo-
genetic? 1 apologise for having to use so much
space, but PLEBRs reviewers do not make un-
warranted assertions. And by the way the Editor
made my title of the review now in question read
as part of the Jespersen book’s title.]

This controversy must now close. We shall be
glad to have the maximum number of tuppences.
Remittances should be crossed.—Ed.

THE GREAT TREK

EAR Comrade,—Kindly request *“Old
Timer" to read my letter again. I gave
the facts relating to the Great Trek
therein. Those facts are true and are in
no way invalidated by—
(1 YMv being a sentimentalist;
(2) The fact that Fortes is in touch with present-
day African problems. (The Great Trek ac-
curred nearly a century ago); or
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(3) The further fact that Fortes is pro-native, a

Zulu Home-Ruler or a Nairobi Nationalist.

As an internationalist I may be permitted to in-

dulge an admiration for Joan of Arc without
being sentimentally ‘‘pro-French.”

Yours, etc.,
Joun S. CLARKE.

* * *

The following letter from M. Fortes arrived too
late for inclusion in The PLeBs last month :—

Dear Comrade,—The facts in connection with the
paragraph of my review with which Clarke dis-
agrees are as follows :—Walker says, on p. 207 of
his book, “If any one cause, other than economic
pressure, can be named as the cause par excellence
of the Great Trek, it is fear of that equality [of
races]’”’—a statement which he bases on Retief’s
own manifesto, prior to his departure from the
Cape, giving the reasons why he trekked, and on
the writings of other trekkers; a statement, more-
over, supported by Theal, Cory and other South
African historians. Nor would anyone who has
ever had personal acquaintance with the South
African Boer of to-day, the sons and grandsons of
the trekkers, doubt it for a moment. The Boers
were land and stock owners, whose pride was their
huge farms and flocks and herds, all tended by
slaves. They were bigoted, selfish, and narrow-
minded, for “‘their livelihood (=their farms) and
their religon (=Calvinism) were their only con-
cern,” as Clarke says. It is true they did not
care a rap about Empires; for the most part they
were too ignorant to know that Empires were still
in existence, or what an Empire was. Each man
cared only for his own farm, and his sole aim in
life was to be able to stand on his stoep and say :
“All that land, as far as the eye can reach, belongs
to me; and these filthy niggers, too” (that’s how
they speak in ordinary conversation).  That, of
course, doesn’t exonerate the British for the part
they played in the ‘“developing” of South Africa.

Of course, the Boers objected to the emancipa-
tion of the slaves ‘‘without adequate compensa-
tion’'; but then I am of opinion that they had
no right to any compensation at all, just as I be-
lieve that mineowners and industrialists of to-day
would have no right to compensation if their pro-
perties were nationalised. But, perhaps, John S.
Clarke thinks otherwise, particularly in connection
with Russia, to which he compares the state of
the Boers.

Finally, I said nothing at all about the *‘Zulu
power.” 1 spoke about the native population of
the interior. If Clarke looks up any reliable book
on South African history (even Walker’s) he will
find a record of the Boers’ relations with the sur-
rounding natives, of whom the Zulus formed only
a fraction, somewhat as follows :—

1838. Battle of Blood River—wiped out the
Zulus,
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1840 More trouble with the Zulus (Panda).

1841-51. Constant raids and skirmishes with
native tribes.

1857. War with the Basuto.

1862. See Walker, p. 319—the raids made by
Free State Boers on natives nearly caused war
on the northern frontier.

1865. ‘‘The Tranvaal’s troubles with the Zulus
reached their climax.”

1865. War with Basutos, continuing, off and
on, till 1868.

1837-1868. About thirty years, I think?

As for the *‘land fit for heroes’ Clarke imagines
the Boers to have made of Natal: I plead ignor-
ance. As far as my reading goes they wiped out
as many of the natives as they could with the aid
of God and their blunderbusses, and cut up the
country into huge stock farms. If that’s a land
fit for heroes—I didn’t know.

Yours, etc.,
M. FortEs.

BOOK BUYING

Sir,—The buying of books in the Labour move-
ment is, I should say, about one-fiftieth of what
it was in 1919 and 1920 and about a quarter of
what it was in 1925. Why is this? The desire
for reading has not diminished, I am certain. But
wages and employment, particularly with the more
studious sections, such as clerks and miners, have.
It is because of this and because it seems to me
Jamentable that those with the appetite for study
should be starved that I venture to trespass on your
space with a notice of a Bargain List of books
which 1 now have ready and will send to anyone
who wants it. The prices range from 2d. to 3s.,
though the books included are priced at from 6d. to
A1 1s. Among the authors are Wells, Cole, Webb,
Angell, Lenin, Trotsky, Starr, Horrabin, Gould,
Fimmen and dozens of others. Such a proposition
leaves but little margin for advertising when the
lists have been printed and posted. That is why
I ask you to help.

Yours, etc.,
B. N. LANGDON.DAVIES,
Managing Director,
Labour Publishing Co., Ltd.

38 Great Ormond St., London, W.C.1.

[The list referred to by Mr. Langdon-Davies can
also be obtained from the N.C.L.C.}

P’s and Q’s

“By the way,"’ said a capitalist journal the other
day, “why does Mr. Snowden persist in using the
term ‘workers’ as exclusively descriptive of the
smaller wage-earners? The right to be called a
worker is not a privilege of any class. The King
himself has a clear title, so have Mr. Baldwin and
Mr. Augustus John and Mr. George Robey. The
limited use of ‘worker’ is a deplorable habit of the
Labour journalist and pamphleteer.”

We gather from this that next year’s T.U.C. will
be asked to accept the affiliation of the Amalga-
mated Union of Kings, Emperors and Kindred
Trades.

New Bunk For OLD.

“True charity,” says the first number of
Britannia, is *“‘finding work for the poor and mak-
ing them do it!”’

EXTENDED BENEFIT.

The other day the N.C.L.C. received an appli-
cation for a free Correspondence Course, accom-
panied not by a Union card, but by a National
Health Insurance Card. Is the Ministry of Health
taking a leaf out of the book of Trade Unions by
providing N.C.L.C. courses free?

UNFEELING.

“The notion that the Highway (the W.E.A.’s
official organ) is a Socialist journal is enough to
make its readers laugh,” writes “Onlooker’ in the
Co-operative News (14/4/28).

TrUE ENOUGH.

The other day we received a letter from a com-
mercial house addressed, ¢‘Plebs Provocation
Society.” After all we do try to provoke an in-
terest in workers’ education.

A Par oN THE Back.

The Times Educational Supplement (4/8/28)
commented favourably upon the classes of the
W.E.A. in South Wales. One class on political
philosophy at Newport has had a continuous mem-
bership for nine years, while the dockers’ class is
now in its eleventh year with original secretary
and students present. At Swansea a class in
philosophy—with one exception all colliery workers
—studied the Book of Job, Plato and Descartes.
From Plato thev will learn that the ideal alone is
real ; from Descartes that existence is doubtful ; and
the Book of Job alone could provide them with the
spirit to bear another course.

THr LicHT THaT FaAILED.

“If we could all be restricted,” said Dr. A. D.
Lindsay, Master of Balliol College, Oxford, speak-
ing at the Conference of Library Associations, ‘“‘to
something like the Bible, Shakespeare, Plato’s
Republic, and Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, all
the rest could be burnt.” Dr. Lindsay is a leading
light in the W.E.A.
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“PLEBS” REVIEWERS

HE Groundwork of Economics (by R. D.

Richards, B.Sc. (Econ.) University

Tutorial Press, Ltd., 4/6) is a book obvi-

ously written for students who intend to
sit for such examinations as the Institute of
Bankers and the Institute of Chartered Accountants.
It, therefore, treats the subject descriptively and
historically rather than theoretically.

From the beginner’'s and general reader’s point
of view this is an advantage as, quite a compre-
hensive survey is given of the extensive field of
economic facts. Here is presented a lucid, concise,
and quite interesting account of Banks and Bank-
ing, Money and the Money Market, Foreign Ex-
change, International Trade, etc., together with a
compact and succinct application of the * Utility”
theory to a whole series of categories : value, price,
wages, rent, profit, etc.

Though confined to about 300 pp., the book is
not sketchy and certainly not “elementary.”” It is
this which makes it useful also to the Marxian
student. It is full of incidental information, such
as e.g., p. 68: “British Trade Unionism has also
been unified and strengthened by the establishment
in 1868 of a central body called the Trade Union
Congress, which meets annually for discussing
matters of general policy, and by the General Coun-
cil, set up in 1920. The latter body is composed of
eighteen representatives from eighteen federations
and amalgamations, and in 1924 was given by the
Trade Union Congress the power to direct trade
disputes.”

. »

In How You Began (Gerald Howe, 2/6 net) Mrs,
Williams Ellis has written an admirable little in-
troductory book on biology for children. She has
explained in simple monologue the development
from the cell to “You.” Her story is necessarily
sketchy, but should be an excellent bridge from,
say, Dr. Doolittle’s escapades to more serious
science. The argument is not sufficiently taut to
satisfy the adult reader. As an example of style,
the following is quoted at random : *‘For instance,
suppose two jelly creatures were tired of floating
and banging about. The strong one's child and
grand-child would gradually grow beautiful long
fins and a tail to steer with, and become a tiny fish.
The weak one’s child would grow suckers to hang
on to the rocks with, and perhaps a shell as well,
and lead a very quiet life and be an oyster.”

The book is probably the best that can be given
to the child of ten who wishes to know how he
began, and it is only half-a-crown. All parents
will find it a very good little gift-book. There are
several good line drawings by Mary Adshead which
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add much to the attractiveness of the book’s ap-
pearance. J.G.C.
. * @

There is, of course, ‘‘a stern and steadfast band”
of Socialists who hold that no genuine Socialist has
time for songs, but most of us are willing to take
either an active or a passive part in sing-songs at
Socialist gatherings. Now that winter socials and
concerts are almost at hand we should ask and
keep on asking our soloists and our choirs to sing
to us two songs, written by Rutland Boughton
and recently published (Curwen, 2/-), viz., “In
Prison” and “The Love of Comrades.” In the
first of these songs, dedicated **To all imprisoned
in the mines, jails, factories and shops of the
British Empire,’”” words by William Morris, are
set to music that echoes the long-drawn sighs of
weariness and despondency of the days that drag
on within the grim walls.

In “The Love of Comrades,’”” such a sense of
power to achieve is added by the music to Walt
Whitman's already vigorous poem that this song
rings with enthusiasm and confidence in the future.
It is written as a solo. I should like to hear it
sung by a choir in unison.

The two songs go well together because they
present such a contrast.

Both accompaniments are so beautiful that they
deserve excellent rendering. It is only fair to warn
readers that the average accompanist at Socialist
sing-songs would do well to have a trial run-
through before the performance. C.D.M.

MY LIFE

By
GEORGE
LANSBURY

Henry W, Nevinson in the Daily
Herald: **The interest riscs
steadily from first to last, and the
reader who is not carried away
by the sincerity inspiring a
knowledge gathered in a long
and intensely active life had
better limit his reading to the
Society gossip of the daily Press
.+ . . Whether Lansbury tells of
London or of Russia or of Paris
during the fatal Conference at
Versailles, the interest s
enthralling."”’

10s. 6d. nett.

ST co“ Orange $t. W.C2. e T
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238 THE PLEBS

In his Decline of Capitalism (C.P.G.B., 2/-)
Varga starts out by having a kick at ‘“Reformist”’
Labour leaders, but does not stop to make his
case. He urges a historical view of recent events.
It seems to me we are too near the picture. His
second chapter is good, but he makes a bad break
in his next by slinging chunks of Marx at worker
students, e.g., ‘‘The accumulation of capital,
though originally appearing as its quantitative ex-
tension only, is effected, as we have seen, under
a progressive qualitative change in its composition,
under a constant increase of its constant, at the
expense of its variable constituent —! —!” His
“Production,’ ‘' Rationalisation”” and “New
Technique’ flow much more sweetly. On Mono-
polies he is somewhat clumsy. Varga must really
try again. His “State Capitalism” is good and
readable : he sets out clearly many points on which
lack of clarity leads to confused thinking. He
reviews the struggle for markets in a way which
will interest even those who are acquainted with
the subject, while his ‘Redivision of the World”
might have been taken from a PrLEBs Text-Book.

For the final chapters I have no comment be-
yond pointing out that mere statements that cer-
tain things are so, never made them so, while to
talk airily of recent English C.P. successes is, to
put it mildly, to draw the long bow. The book is
completed with some interesting figures.

On the whole worth while for the student who
already knows the subject fairly well and can
stomach a ponderous style, but the worker with
an inquiring rather than a trained mind would
probably never read past the first few chapters—if
so far. JoBang

* * *

In their report to the T.U.C. on Labour Con-
ditions in India, Messrs. Hallsworth and Purcell
have pointed to our duty towards the natives who,
they say, are living in ‘‘a morass of filthy and
ghastly conditions, socially, morally and physic-
ally.” In the book just issued, Hell Found, by
Dange, who (convicted on a political charge) has
literally lived through three years of indescribable
conditions in Indian prisons, we have, if true, a
story which if called “fiction” would be rejected
as quite untrue to life. If there are still left any
comfortable individuals who are interested in *life
in our prisons,’’ here is an opportunity to sift first-
hand evidence and material to start a crusade of
first importance, :

The capitalist Press will not notice the book
(published at 1/- by the Vanguard Literature Co.,
Calcutta), but the contents are such that the
author’s own political party will be eager to secure

PLEBS LEAGUE
and N.C.L.C.

STUDENTS’
ASSOCIATION

Open to all believers in, and workers for,
IL.W.C.E.
Annual subscription: 1/-
(payable to N.C.L.C. Head Office).

OBjECTS :
I'o secure publicity, in every possible way,
for the I.W.C.E. movement and The
PLeBs. Local groups to organise efforts
of any suitable kind. Central funds to
be devoted, after meeting net expenses,
to advertising The PLEBS.

N.B.—What about a Thousand Bobs
before Christmas?

redress by any means available to prevent the con-
tinuance of the horrors vouched for.
* * *

La Laborista Esperantismo, de E. Lanti (S.A.T.,
3d.), bone respondas la demandon: kio estas
S.A.T.? Lanti majstre klarigis la neceson de
komuna lingvo je la servo de la proletaro. Esper-
anto estas vere nun vivanta lingvo sur lipoj de
batalanta laboristaro. S.A.T. per sia organo
Sennaciulo, literaturo, inform- kaj helpservado
kreas novan supernacian vidpunkton kaj le novan
kulturon de la estonteco. Ne forgesu legi la libreton
se vi volas esti informita, Satano. 488

BOOKS RECEIVED.
Authorship and Journalism, by A. E. Bull (Pit-
man & Sons, 3/6).

Short Story Writing and Free Lance Journalism,
by S. A. Moseley (Pitman & Sons, 7/6).
Pitman’s Popular Guide to Journalism, by A.

Kingston (Pitman & Sons, 2/6).
Practical Journalism and Newspaper Law, by
Baker & Cope (Pitman & Sons, 3/6).
& Cope (Pitman & Sons, 3/6).
Labour and The Nation (The Labour Party, 3d.).
U.S.S.R. and Disarmament, by W. P. Coates
(Anglo-Russian Parliamentary Committee, 1/-)
Communist International Report (C.P.G.B., 5/-).

ANY BOOKS REVIEWED IN

THE PLEBS

Can be obtained from the N.C.L.C., 324 Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.l1. Add 1d. in 1/- for postage
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WHAT’S DOING
The N.C.L.C. at Work

OO much emphasis can hardly be placed

on the value of lantern lectures as educa-

tional and propaganda mediums. The

new N.C.L.C. lantern, which uses little
films instead of cumbersome lantern slides, will pay
for its cost in one winter session. Write the
N.C.L.C. for particulars. Colleges which use the
old-fashioned lantern can buy or borrow sets of
slides from the N.C.L.C.

ASSOCIATION OF ENGINEERING AND SHIPBUILDING
DravcHTsMEN : Following upon an arrangement
come to with the Union’s Head Office, members
of the Union who desire free Correspondence
Courses should write the Head Office and send
copies of their applications to the N.C.L.C. Head
Office. Members of the Union may also have free
scholarships to residential and non-residential day,
week-end and summer schools. In the case of
schools which cost not more than %s., a member
can be admitted on showing his Union card and
the College Secretary will claim the amount of the
fee from the N.C.L.C. In the case of schools
where the fee is larger than 7s., members must
apply direct to the Union and send a copy of their
applications to the N.C.L.C. Office. = Members
of the Union may also attend our classes and the
2/6 fee will be returned to them by the N.C.L.C.
Head Office if their attendance if satisfactory.
College Secretaries are asked to bring the scheme
before the members of the Union. Thanks are
due to those who have helped to keep the
N.C.L.C.’s claim to the front.

Jean Dotr Lierary: The N.C.L.C. Library is
available for N.C.L.C. tutors. Books will be sent
to the tutor in return for postage, provided the
return of the book is guaranteed by the Divisional
Council.

EconoMics Text-Book : The attention of College
tutors is drawn to the fact that the N.C.L.C. has
taken over Mark Starr’s book, A Worker Looks at
Economics, and that it is now the official text-book
for our Classes. The price is (paper cover) 1/-
(cloth) 2/-.

LocAL AFFILIATIONS ¢ Local affiliations are im-
portant because of the financial assistance they pro-
vide and because the number of local affiliations
is one of the best indications of the value of our
work. The follewing is a list of the new local
affiliations received in September :—London, §;
North Lancs., 2; St. Albans, 2; Slaithwaite, 1;
Keighley, 1; Division 12, 1. Is your College in
this list? If not, why not?

N.C.L.C. ScueMEs : The attention of the College
Secretaries is directed to the importance of send-
ing competent speakers to Branches to encourage
the members to take advantage of N.C.L.C.
Classes and Correspondence Courses.

Division 2.

The Southampton College annual conference was
addressed by T. Ashcroft and the Organiser. The
number of delegates showed an increase on last
year. Southampton’s programme includes special
studies on Modern Working-Class Problems in
addition to a class on International Problems. The
Secretary is to use the new N.C.L.C. lantern for
lectures to Union Branches, Co-operative Guilds,
and Women'’s Sections. The Bournemouth College
has opened a class at Moordown with Miss White-
head as tutor, on Modern Industrial History—
twenty-three students enrolled the first night.
Comrade Barrow’s report to the annual meeting
is to be circulated to all organisations. Guildford
College has arranged for a class on Modern Capi-
talism. The Littlehampton class are taking a course
on Modern Industrial History, with Comrade
Harrison as tutor. The Newport, 1.0.W., Labour
Party have rencwed afliliation and are arranging
for lectures for all Labour bodies. The Totton
class will be conducted by Dan Huxstep. A num-
ber of Colleges are taking the subject *“The
Basic Principles of Scientific Socialism.””  Sales
of PLEBS increasing.

Division 3.

We have started with twenty-four classes this
session and hope to increase the number. The
Colchester A.E.U. has fixed a fortnightly class and
invited other trade unionists. At Brentwood, to
supplement class activity, a debate on ‘‘Is the
Gencral Council Right in the Mond Negotiations?”’
is arranged for October 20th, with the class tutor,
Jack Jones (Labour College staff) and the Organiser
saying No and Yes respectively. Luton has re-
vived and we hope to report progress. At Peter-
borough the class is studying Labour and The
Nation, with an eye on learning how to deliver
the goods in the next election. Who says women
are backward? Mrs. Bowers and Miss E. Cranham
are taking Esperanto and Economic Geography re-
spectively at High Wycombe; Miss Thompson,
Miss Main and Mrs. L Thomas are teaching at
Wickford, Southend and St. Albans.

DivisioN 5.

Bristol College has reluctantly been compelled to
accept the resignation of Comrade Neale from the
position of secretary. During his short term of
office, he rendered yeoman service to the College.
Unsuitable work has forced him to hand over the
secretaryship. Plymouth College has held a very
good I.LW.C.E. Conference. Speeches were made
by Mr. Bull, editor of the local Labour paper,
Alderman Medland and the Organiser. The results
should be encouraging to Comrades Liver and
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Pawley, who did much to organise the meeting.
Bath has held a successful Summer School, with
T. Ashcroft as lecturer. Comrade Hallett, secre-
tary of the Bath Labour Party, rendered invalu-
able help with the arrangements. During the
month the Organiser has addressed meetings for
the A.E.U., G. & M.W.U,, A.U.B.T.W. and the
AS.W.
Division 8.

LiverrooL DistricT.—John S. Clarke’s lantern
lectures at Birkenhead, Earlestown and Liverpool
were well attended and greatly appreciated by criti-
cal audiences. There was quite a revival of interest
at the quarterly delegate meeting of the College
when Tom Ashcroft restated the case for L.W.C.E.
He took the opportunity of explaining the present
position of the Labour College, London.  Fifty-
nine students attended the Day School in the Co-
operative Social Centre, Birkenhead.  Ashcroft
was the lecturer. W. Holding has undertaken the
secretaryship at Wigan. An increase in the class
work during the winter is anticipated.

SoutH LaNcs. ARrRea.—One hundred delegates
attended the Annual Conference, when Wm. Paul
gave a good exposition of .W.C.E. The re-union
and rally of old and new students was attended by
pioneers of the Manchester College. The class list
—sixteen classes—has gone out. More classes to
follow.  Could double the number, given the
finance.  Tutors’ Training Class work still con-
tinues. A. L. Williams lectured at the Exchange
Labour Club on Lancashire and the Future. J.
Hamilton, on Armistice Day, will speak at
the same place on The Economic Causes of
Wars. These monthly lectures are arranged by the
Students’ Association. Coming lecturers: Paul,
Casey, Shaw, Field and Owen. Tutors are
urgently requested to enrol class students for the
Association and to increase the sale of PLEBs and
text-books.

NorTtH Lancs. ArRea.—The Delegate Conference
was a great success. Some 150 delegates and
visitors listened to the case for I.W.C.E., put with
great skill by M. F. Titterington and S. O. Davies,
and voted unanimously for the resolution calling
for wholehearted support for the N.C.L.C. The
Day School at Burnley was not very well attended,
but S. O. Davies’ lectures on the coal industry were
well appreciated. Fourteen classes have now com-
menced, and the enrolments are very good. Nelson
class opened its session’s work with a social and
dance, when the Students’ Association Dramatic
Group made its first appearance, with a one-act
play. We hope to sce more of the Group’s work
in the future.

DivisioN g.

The Darlington District College held a Day
School with Ellen Wilkinson, M.P., and W. Coxon
as speakers. The afternoon’s proceedings were

enlivened by the exchanges between Comrade .

Wilkinson and the Editor or Manager of a local
Tory paper. The discussion after Coxon’s lecture
was made enjoyable by the local leader of the
W.E.A, taking part and reading from a letter from
Mr. Philip Snowden, which stated that the *“Teach-

ings of the N.C.L..C. were dangerous and pernicdi-
ous.” Coxon’s replies were characteristic. This
College is now opening up the Cleveland area and
running an extra class at Middlesbrough. A
splendid conference was held by Durham College.
W. Coxon and W. Lawther were the speakers,
with the Vicar of Escombe in the chair. The
Durham College has had a much better start this
winter than last. The annual meeting of the
North-Eastern College was held last month. The
balance sheet came in for some healthy criticism.
The tone of the meeting indicated that if the new
E.C. does not improve matters connected with the
College a big row can be expected.
DivisioN 10 (SCOTLAND).

Councillor A. L. Richie, a very old supporter of
and worker in our movement, has been appointed
full-time tutor-organiser for Glasgow and the West
of Scotland. His address is 246 Main Street, Glas-
gow. This new district absorbs the old Glasgow,
Renfrewshire and Dumbartonshire areas. Mr.
Norman Shields is no longer the secretary of our
Glasgow Committee and has no right to advertise
under our name. The secretary is R. E. Scouller,
95 Bath Street, Glasgow, W.3. Edinburgh and
the East of Scotland has classes on the following
subjects :—Marxian Economics, The British
Labour Movement, Evolution of Capitalism,
Finance, Problems of a Labour Government,
Modern Social Problems, Working-Class Problems,
Evolution of Man, Psychology for Workers, Chair-
manship and Speech-Preparation, Business Meet-
ing Procedure, English for Workers, Esperanto.
Ayrshire and Aberdeen districts have not yet seat
in their lists of classes, but have appointed full-time
tutors—Ayrshire, J. M. Williams and Aberdeen, .
D. J. Williams.

DivisioN 11 (IRELAND).

Miss Ellen Wilkinson and J. F. Horrabin are
opening our winter’s programme with a confer-
ence and public lectures on “A Labour Government
and Home Affairs” and ‘‘A Labour Government
and Foreign Affairs.” Classes have been arranged
in Belfast, Newry, Lisburn and Newtownards. The
subjects include Esperanto, English and Article ,
Writing, Economic and Political Geography,
Economics, Modern Finance and Public Speaking.
A number of public lectures, including lantern
lectures, have been arranged. Compulsory change
of occupation has again depleted our voluntary
tutors; C. McCrystal, who has given valuable as-
sistance for four years, has been compelled to leave
Belfast. Our best thanks and wishes are extended
to him.

Division 12.

We are glad to note a revival of interest in our
movement in Grantham. The Day School at Long
Eaton was very encouraging. Comrade Bull’s
lecture on ““Trade Unions and Social Power*® pro-
voked a lively discussion. The evening session
was also full of life and interest. Comrade Rorke
and his colleagues, who assisted so admirably in ‘
running the school, deserve our best thanks. Derby ‘
is to have the services during the autumn session
of W. Paul, who is taking a class in the town. ‘
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